Evangelical Visitor - March, 1994 MCC Annual Report by Pierce, Glen A.
Messiah University 
Mosaic 
Evangelical Visitor (1887-1999) Brethren in Christ Church Archives 
3-1-1994 
Evangelical Visitor - March, 1994 MCC Annual Report 
Glen A. Pierce 
www.Messiah.edu One University Ave. | Mechanicsburg PA 17055 
Follow this and additional works at: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor 
 Part of the History of Religion Commons, and the Religion Commons 
Permanent URL: https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2601 
Recommended Citation 
Pierce, Glen A., "Evangelical Visitor - March, 1994 MCC Annual Report" (1994). Evangelical Visitor 
(1887-1999). 2601. 
https://mosaic.messiah.edu/evanvisitor/2601 
Sharpening Intellect | Deepening Christian Faith | Inspiring Action 
Messiah University is a Christian university of the liberal and applied arts and sciences. Our mission is to educate 
men and women toward maturity of intellect, character and Christian faith in preparation for lives of service, 
leadership and reconciliation in church and society. 
c 




no 1 t 
" Let us then pursue 
what makes for 




1993 in review, page 2 
• • • 
Peacemaking, driving for 
of MCC, page 5 
• • • 
Partners who inspire, 
page 10 
199.3 i review 
Cover photo: Syrian youth 
celebrates the Festival of the 
10 Bridesmaids, a festival held 
each year during Easter week 
in Syria to remind Christians 
to be ready for Christ's return. 
Pursuing peace in the world's villages, slums and back-
roads was Mennonite Central Committee's (MCC) focus 
in 1993. "We believe it is at the grassroots — not in the 
corridors of power — where Jesus is seen 'with the least 
of these,' the hungry, the thirsty, stranger, illiterate and 
suffering," says John A. Lapp, MCC executive secretary. 
MCC is the service, development and relief agency of 
North American Mennonite and Brethren in Christ 
churches; more than 900 MCC workers serve in 54 coun-
tries in community development, education, health, food 
production, administration and peace and reconciliation 
work. 
MCC workers and partners were heartened by 
1993's steps toward peace — September's handshake, for 
example, between Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin 
and PLO Chairman Yasir Arafat and November's signing 
of an interim constitution that granted black and white 
South Africans equal rights for the first time in more than 
300 years. 
Yet many partners and workers entered 1994 with 
the aftertaste of 1993 unrest. Violence was eroding North 
America's cities. Zairians, including some 100,000 
Mennonites, were struggling to find food due to out-of-
control inflation, violence and political corruption. 
Haitians were exhausted by the political instability of 
a repressive military regime and economic hardships 
caused by international embargo. And the world's early 
optimism about the ability of international troops to 
enforce peace in Somalia had worn thin by year-end; in 
fact the longstanding, intractable obstacles to peace 
loomed ever large. 
These world conflicts and many more underscored 
the importance of finding long-term peaceful resolutions 
to war. At its February 1993 annual meeting, MCC 
adopted a new peace statement that reflected changes in 
the church and world since the last statement in 1950. 
"We have learned that violence can be done not only in 
warfare but also through economic structures," the state-
ments reads. "We have come to realize that violence can 
reach into our churches and homes." 
"In 1993 MCC U.S. 
resolved to play a more 
active role in eliminating 
the problems of individual 
and institutional racism. 
We want churches to 
experience the joy that 
comes in a fellowship 
where there is 'neither 
Jew nor Greek.... bond 
nor free... (Galatians 
3:28),'" ndted Lynette Y. 
Meek, MCC U.S. execu-
tive secretary 
MCC also supported peacemaking activity in various 
countries. For nearly five months, more than 250 clan 
elders in northwest Somalia sat, talked and drank innu-
merable cups of tea in a school in Borama. At the end of 
these meetings, partially supported by MCC, the elders 
reached a consensus on how to govern northwest Somalia 
and how to resolve conflicts among their five clans. 
Churches in Sudan worked for peace with MCC 
support. About 1.3 million people have died in Sudan, 
the direct or indirect result of that country's 10-year civil 
war. 
In Croatia at an MCC-sponsored conference, 
Catholic, Protestant and Serbian-Orthodox church lead-
ers traded stories of people working for peace. "They 
also discovered to their great joy that they were still 
friends, despite the formidable propaganda, half-truths 
and manipulation fueling this conflict," wrote Hansulrich 
Gerber, MCC Europe secretary. 
In Ireland, John Paul Lederach, MCC international 
conciliation specialist, encouraged a gathering of 80 to 
work for peace at the grassroots and with church, busi-
ness and nongovernmental leaders. "People tend to think 
of peacekeeping as negotiations among top-level leaders 
seated at a table. But what happens at the middle level 
and grassroots is more important for a lasting peace." 
In Mozambique an MCC child psychiatrist helped 
children recover from war's trauma and led peace semi-
nars for church members. In Canada MCC began work 
with five Mennonite conferences to produce Sunday 
school curriculum for youth on peace. 
Adrian Denny, center, found his "voice" through a fund 
raising event by members of Winnipeg's MCC SALT 
(Serving and Learning Together) unit. The unit, sponsored 
by the Aberdeen Evangelical Mennonite Church, raised 
S1,600 at a spaghetti supper so Denny could buy an S8,000 
computerized voice-box to replace his harder-to-use Bliss 
symbol board. SALT is a one-year MCC program for young 
people ages 17 to 20 who serve in various assignments and 
study the Bible. 
We strive to share 
with all people 
the good news 
that the grace 
of God in Jesus 
Christ, experienced 
in forgiveness and 
discipleship, 
changes lives 
and enables us to 
be peacemakers. 
from 1993 Peace Statement 
1993 saw 15 MCC-funded 
rural health clinics in Iran 
open their doors. And 
MCC sent 13,851 school 
kits to children in Iraq 
where many families could 
not afford food, much less 
school supplies, due to 
international sanctions 
banning all imports but food and medicine. 
In 1993 MCC did its usual development work. 
Ninety-six MCC teachers in 26 countries, for example, 
helped bolster education for children and adults in formal 
and nonformal settings. 
MCC also, as before, ministered to people who were 
hungry, thirsty, homeless or suffering due to natural dis-
asters. People in southern Africa planted fields in 1993 
with MCC-given seeds after drought had threatened mil-
lions with starvation. In addition, MCC, with Canadian 
Foodgrains Bank, shipped tons of corn and beans to 
southern Africa. This outside support and local initiative 
together fed some 120,000 people in Zambia alone. 
Mennonite Disaster Service set up flood relief centers 
in three states in the U.S. Midwest where more than three 
months of flooding left 50 dead, 70,000 homeless and 20 
million acres of farmland flooded or too wet to plant. 
Those whom MCC workers intended to serve in 
North America and overseas — folks traditionally seen as 
recipients of charity — proved charitable in 1993 as 
before. They interpreted local languages, cultures and 
customs to MCC newcomers. They shared their homes, 
families and lives with workers, teaching, among other 
things, unforgettable lessons in hospitality. 
James Logan, who directs MCC's community min-
istries in the United States, says MCC's partner agencies 
remind him of the "church in Smyrna whom John 
referred to in Rev. 2:9-11: 'I know your tribulation and 
your poverty (but you are rich)...Be faithful unto death 
and I will give you the crown of life.' These U.S. agencies, 
with few resources, empower the powerless and create 
communities based on the rock of Christ's love." 
In 1993, as in the preceding 72 years, MCC workers 
aimed to be faithful and shared food, clothing and shelter 
with people in need. They also learned life-changing 
lessons from these new-found friends, thanks to generous 
Christians in North America, Europe, Latin America and 
Asia who, because they desired to serve God and others, 
shared with MCC. 
• • • Charmayne Denlinger Brubaker 
MCC Communications 
Frank Friesen and Peter 
Kroeker, Winnipeg, Man,, 
hold a sample of the four-
color printing performed 
on an AB Dick in the 
former Soviet Union. 
These two men went to 
Russia to help wi th the 
printing presses there. 
They came back amazed 
at good work printers 
there were producing 
using dated materials and 
basic equipment. 
MCC program expanded 
in Russia in 1993. Ben 
and Erna Falk, of Niagara-
on-the-Lake, Ont,, went to 
Siberia to help residents 
market dairy, meat and 
other food products; this 
couple f rom Virgil (Ont.) 
Mennonite Brethren 
Church brought the 
number of MCC workers 
in Russia to eight. 
Aspiring entrepreneurs in 
Moscow received a f inan-
cial boost from a joint 
endeavor of MCC, 
Mennonite Economic 
Development Associates 
and the Moscow-based 
Association of Christians 
in Business. 
Russia and the Ukraine 
received the lion's share 
of MCC material 
resources in 1993: 1,800 
food boxes, seed corn, 
Bible commentaries, 
medicines, wheelchairs, 
books, office equipment, 
winter coats and 33 metric 
tons of canned beef. 
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We will pray 
for and witness 











What will 1994 hold 
for this Zairian 
family and others? 
Continuing political 
instability, stemming from 
President Mobutu Sese 
Seko's refusal to loosen his 
grip on power, caused 
incredible hardship in 
1993, Food prices shot up 
more than 5,000 







from 1993 Peace Statement 
percent; unemployment 
was staggeringly high. 
"God works miracles. We 
do not know what God has 
in store for us but God will 
not abandon us in misery," 
said one Mennonite pastor. 
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In 1944 J. Lawrence Burkholder, then a young 
Mennonite pastor, volunteered to go to China for MCC. 
Although exempt from the draft, Burkholder felt the ten-
sion of being a nonresistant Mennonite in a highly milita-
rized society. Burkholder was searching for a "moral 
alternative" to war. "The prospect of helping to feed and 
clothe starving and freezing people," he noted, "appealed 
to my need for an honorable Christian alternative to war 
that would include a measure of drama, danger, adven-
ture and heroic sacrifice." 
During World War I those same sentiments caused 
dozens of American and Canadian Mennonites to look 
for an alternative to military service. After numerous 
imprisonments some of these conscientious objectors 
began to do "peace service" with the American Friends 
Service Committee and Near East Relief. These same indi-
viduals appealed to the leaders of the Mennonite confer-
ences to form an inter-Mennonite mission and service 
program that would include "an aggressive peace pro-
gram...a program of witness to the state against military 
training and the imprisonment of conscientious objectors, 
a relief and service organization ready to deal effectively 
with emergencies, such as wars and natural disasters." 
MCC, established in 1920, was from its beginning a 
statement. The Mennonite movement, at that time nearly 
400 years old, decided to more formally express its pro-
found convictions that "peace is the will of God." A 1950s 
history of MCC expressed this rootedness clearly: 
MCC is an organization that spontaneously grew 
out of the desire of the Mennonite peoplehood to 
feed the hungry, clothe the naked, and to testify-
by loving service to the Gospel of peace and 
love... Relief and peace services were an integral 
part of the Mennonite witness and way of life in 
the world.... They (Mennonites and Brethren in 
Christ) were moved to be energetic in showing 
mercy and love toward enemies as well as toward 
all humankind. 
From the 1920s and 1940s to now, everything MCC 
has done expresses this fundamental conviction. In our 
1991 statement of mission we say our primary concern is 
"to demonstrate God's love through committed women 
and men who work among people suffering from pover-
ty, conflict, oppression and natural causes.... MCC strives 
for peace, justice and dignity of all people by sharing our 
experiences, resources and faith in Jesus Christ." 
More than 20 years ago I asked former executive sec-
retary Orie O. Miller what Scriptures he used as a basis 
for MCC work. He immediately cited the Sermon on the 
Mount (Matthew 5) and the Apostle Paul's admonitions 
Peacemaking 
is finally the 
first fruits 
of God's new 
creation. 
in Romans 12, "if anyone strikes you on the right cheek, 
turn the other also...if anyone forces you to go one mile, 
go also a second mile, feed the enemy and in so doing 
overcome evil with good." MCC takes the teaching of 
Jesus seriously and in so doing is a "moral alternative" to 
the violence in our world. 
We are not always as clear as we should be as to how 
God's compassion undergirds all we do. Our involve-
ments are not only a desire to do something; more impor-
tantly they express who we are 
and want to be. MCC can be a 
doing organization because the 
community we represent and the 
workers who serve have made 
peace integral to their very being. 
It is always a temptation to 
reduce peacemaking to a political 
activity. While Jesus was an 
intensely political figure, he 
nonetheless approached the human condition through the 
synagogue rather than through the state-house, from the 
peripheral province of Galilee rather than from the power 
center of Jerusalem or Rome. Logically one would work 
for peace with the holders of power but the experience of 
Christ and the church through history suggests such an 
approach is stronger when our peace witness grows out of a 
vital faith community. 
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MCC from its beginnings has emphasized the con-
crete deed. Robert Coles, the distinguished Christian psy-
chiatrist, observes that Jesus "spent his short time with us 
doing these everyday acts of charity, offering these small 
gestures, emphasizing the importance of the concrete 
deed." For MCC the can of meat, garden hoe, blanket, 
school or health kit are expressions of a peaceable people 
as well as responses to suffering. 
We believe Christ calls us to minister to those with no 
status in the world. They are often in refugee camps or in 
remote villages in areas of conflict. MCC's first work was 
in a revolutionary situation in South Russia. Today 
conflict tears apart Haiti, Zaire, Sudan, Somalia and 
numerous locations in the former Soviet Union and 
Yugoslavia. 
Providing food, water and shelter fulfills God's inten-
tion that all people discover shalom. But shalom also 
includes community structures and organizations that 
make possible sustainable life. Ever since MCC sent 50 
Fordson tractors to Russia in 1921, we have seen peace-
making as development. Long before Pope Paul VI, 
Mennonites understood "development to be a new word 
for peace." Building houses and schools, training teachers 
and midwives, providing new kinds of seeds and appro-
priate technologies, encouraging new forms of business 
enterprise and creating jobs are essential if communities 
are going to be satisfying places to live. 
Peaceable communities are the building blocks of a 
peaceable world. 
Shalom also includes understanding the meaning of 
life. We believe life's ultimate meaning is found in the God 
who was "in Christ reconciling the world." This knowl-
edge and belief, along with deep roots in a faith communi-
ty, make it possible for MCC workers to work for peace 
and to resist the temptation to join one side or another 
when communities are being torn apart. 
Susan Classen and other workers in El Salvador have 
deeply felt war's agony and the temptation to join one 
side or another. "Peacemakers are called to be rocks in 
the whirlpool of violence. We're called to stand firm, 'the 
violence stops here,'" Susan observes. 
Because peace has been so essential to the Mennonite 
and Brethren in Christ sense of obedience to God's call, 
the churches asked MCC to administer alternative service 
programs in the United States and to address government 
as appropriate in Ottawa and Washington. The work of 
our Peace and Justice Ministries, Peace Office and Peace 
and Social Concerns program has been an important 
vehicle for articulating our theology of peace and 
extending our peace witness. 
During MCC's nearly 75 years, peace has indeed been 
a driving force. The arena of peace concerns and witness 
has grown as we discover our own involvements in struc-
tures that create much of the world's violence. We now 
know that if we are to "overcome evil with good," we 
must promote new strategies for making peace. 
To work for peace is not simply to ameliorate—but 
also transform—the situation. 
Thus MCC has made mediation and conciliation 
higher priorities in our work during the past decade. We 
have struggled to find an appropriate 
niche outside the established diplo-
matic process. In Somalia we focused 
on conciliation beginning with the 
clan elders rather than the warlords. 
Conciliation Services works with 
church, regional and family disputes. 
Peace and peacemaking are not 
mere ethical veneers for MCC, rather 
they are the fruit of deeply held bibli-
cal convictions. While we have much 
to learn in our obedience, we do strive 
in the words of Wilbert Shenk, to demonstrate "the fruit 
of Messianic renewal." 
"The great innovation in the 20th century 
(Anabaptist heritage) has been the discovery of 'service' as 
a consequence of the Historic Peace Churches' opposition 
to military service," Shenk notes. 
Last spring MCC workers Gerald and Sara Shenk 
returned to the former Yugoslavia where they lived and 
worked for more than a decade. As they sought out that 
creative minority who steadfastly refused to join the vio-
lence, Gerald sensed again the meaning of the Good News 
in our time: "peace-making, truth-te ling, a passion for 
justice." That is what it means for MCC to work for 
peace "In the Name of Christ." 
•••John A. Lapp 
MCC Executive Secretary 
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We submit ourselves 
to the study of Scripture, 
the giving and receiving 
of counsel, and the 
practice of prayer, 
as ways to receive 
the gift of God's peace. 
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Healing for a 
South African community 
Violence in South Africa 
killed some 100 people 
weekly in 1993. Youth 
there have grown up sur-
rounded by violence. 
Rather than rolling tires, 
for example, as young 
boys in Lesotho do, they 
were burning enemies in 
that infamous stack of 
rubber tires called a 
"necklace." 
Bhambayi, a shantytown 
in South Africa and the 
scene of ongoing polit ical 
violence, saw more than 
250 deaths in 1993. 
In September, in an effort 
to restore peace, a small 
group of women from var-
ious churches marched 
into Bhambayi to hold a 
prayer meeting. They 
knelt and prayed in an 
area occupied by the 
"reds" and then knelt 
again near a ciinic that 
belonged to the "greens," 
Then a miracle happened. 
As the women sang 
hymns and prayed, hun-
dreds of people from 
opposing sides poured 
onto the streets. Former 
enemies wept as they 
greeted and hugged each 
other. Later they tested 
their peace wi th a soccer 
match in a lot located 
between their two areas 
of town; the "reds" and 
"greens" continued to 
chat amicably with each 
other. 
Peace monitors and secu-
rity force members were 
stunned at the transfor-
mation; Richard Steele 
and Anne McKay, long 
involved wi th mediation 
work in the community, 
said it fe l t as if "spring 
had finaiiy come to South 
Africa." 
dCC 
agriculture and health work 
I 
MCC workers helped others grow crops and raise ani-
mals so they need not depend on relief food. Some 39 
agriculturists served in 13 countries in 1993, supporting 
local farmers who wanted to improve their rice, wheat, 
olive, fruit, pepper, tomato, date palm, peanut, bean, 
vegetable and soybean harvests. They also helped farm 
families better tend their fish, rabbits, sheep, goats, bees, 
water buffalo, oxen and cows. 
In Bangladesh Bodera Nesa enjoyed a life she did not 
dream possible four years ago when her husband left her 
and their five children. Without land to cultivate, she 
and her children often went hungry; they survived by 
selling parboiled rice in the market. 
MCC taught Bodera Nesa to vaccinate chickens 
against Newcastle disease that kills 35 percent of the 
chickens there; now she travels from village to village 
vaccinating about 1,400 hens each month, work that has 
earned her respect and the title "animal doctor." Her 
income buys the family's daily food and augments her 
husband's fish retailing business; he returned to the fami-
ly a year ago. 
In Vietnam a rural savings and credit program 
enabled 1,000 farm families to fatten pigs and other ani-
mals to sell for a profit. Traditionally these families who 
live at subsistence levels were refused loans because they 
lacked collateral. Now, with the MCC program off to a 
good start, the local bank has also begun giving non-col 
lateral loans. 
Nine fruit growers in New Brunswick formed a busi-
ness to do together what they could not do alone—suc-
cessfully market small fruits. Each member of the MCC-
supported business plants half an acre of currants, goose-
Rose tends the rice 
roasting ovens at 
Kagiowosa Menonin, a 
community owned and 
operated business 
supported by MCC. 
James Kroeker, 
originally from Winkler, 
Man., serves there. 
Tanzanian water tank 
berries, grapes, elderber-
ries and saskatoons. By 
pooling their resources 
they are able to contract 
accounting, marketing 
and distribution services 
— "things they could 
never afford to do by 
themselves," says Brian 
Elliot, MCC Maritimes 
director. 
Helping villagers irri-
gate fields and plots also 
put more food on tables 
and in markets. People 
in Bolivia, Brazil, Nigeria, 
Cambodia and Burkina Faso, for example, had more 
water for their crops in 1993 because they dug new wells 
and cisterns, water conservation techniques learned from 
MCC. 
Seventy Bedouin families in Jordan received permis-
sion to improve a cistern built in 7000 B.C. near Petra, a 
well-known archaeological site. The cistern has proved a 
reliable source of water for centuries but its water is easi-
ly polluted and not readily accessible. The Bedouin 
cleaned the cistern, installed a pipe and faucet near the 
bottom, built watering troughs, cleaned the channels 
feeding rainwater into the cistern and replastered it. 
MCC also created new jobs or helped people obtain 
needed job skills so families could afford to buy food. 
Twenty-nine job-seekers in Alberta learned auto mechan-
ics or metalworking through an MCC Alberta 
Employment Development Program. Of the 24 people 
who graduated from the 10-month program in February, 
all but three have found work. "It's hard for people, 
especially immigrants and refugees, to break into this 
area of work," says program coordinator Walter Hossli. 
"Employers are often reluctant to take unskilled people 
into apprenticeship programs because of the costs 
involved. This training project gives them a head start in 
the job market." 
In 1993 MCC had 59 health workers in 20 countries 
who treated ill people and worked to prevent illnesses by 
such methods as immunizing children. 
"When I look back on my time in Uganda, the 
health clinic is the project I feel best about," noted 
Christine Rowe Miller, of South Bend, Ind., who went to 
northern Uganda in 1990 to train church development 
workers in basic health and medical skills. For three 
years, Rowe Miller says, she resisted the urge to take 
over the faltering clinic. "I could have painted it, 
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tal bandage a patient's 
arm. In 1993 MCC 
shipped medicines, intra-
venous fluids, surgical 
instruments and other 
medical supplies 
valued at $20,825 Cdn./ 
$16,600 U.S. for this and 
other Kabul hospitals. 
equipped it with shiny, new equipment and treated 
patients. But then it would have become 'Kristi's clin-
ic.'" Instead she worked behind the scenes training staff 
to keep records, maintain inventory and link up with a 
national drug distribution program, among other things. 
Now the bustling clinic treats 75 to 150 — instead of 30 
— patients daily. Rowe Miller is a member of Living 
Hope Fellowship in Ithaca, N.Y., and is associated with 
Assembly Mennonite Church in Goshen, Ind. 
We will contribute 
to the relief of 
human need 
and suffering 
by giving of 
ourselves and our 
resources. 
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MCC worker Jeanne 
Zimmerly Jantzi, of 
Orrville, Ohio, harvests 
squash seeds with mem-
bers of a farmer's group 
in Zaire. 
Begum Noorjahan makes 
paper in a MCC-started 
job creation project in 
Feni, Bangladesh. This 
handmade paper is sold 
at most SELFHELP Crafts 
of the World stores in 
North America. SELF-
HELP Crafts of the World, 
an MCC job creation pro-
gram, provided the equiv-
alent of 12,000 full-time 




"It is right that we should thank God for you, because 
your faith increases mightily, and the love that you have 
for all grows even greater" (2 Thess. 1:3). 
MCC would not exist without its partners — those 
North Americans who support MCC and those whom 
workers serve. Halloween 1993 found children at the 
Goshen (Ind.) College kindergarten going around the 
neighborhood singing and asking for donations for pur-
chasing supplies for MCC school kits, an alternative to 
the usual "trick or treating." 
Iowa Mennonite School let 152 rambunctious teens 
loose one day in November to tear out rotted drywall and 
mud-caked carpets, shovel muck off floors, haul ruined 
furniture to dumpsters and hose down the gutted remains 
of 25 homes damaged by the summer floods. 
It was a smashing success, said Wilbur Litwiller, 
Mennonite Disaster Service director in Iowa. 
Homeowners were awestruck by the students' eagerness 
to pitch in; the students were invigorated by the cama-
raderie they experienced and the visible difference their 
efforts made. 
In Ephrata, Pa., John Groff, Ben Burkholder and 
other church folk opened a store that was kind to God's 
good earth, to pocketbooks and to people in need. This 
new Re-uzit Home Supply store sells repaired furniture 
and appliances that would likely end up in a landfill. 
These items are priced and sold to people who cannot 
afford to purchase household goods at regular retail 
prices. 
"I'd rather be fixing a rocking chair than sitting in 
one," said Burkholder, member of the store's manage-
ment committee. Proceeds from the store go to MCC's 
ministry. 
While most MCC heroes are unsung, Elizabeth 
Zuercher and Esther Pankratz, sisters in Kansas, made the 
Wichita (Kan.) Eagle with the story of how they spend 
each Tuesday at the MCC Material Resource Center in 
Newton. Esther, 90, has been working at the center since 
1970; she recruited her 82-year-old sister when Zuercher's 
husband died in 1980. Over the years they have sorted 
truckloads of clothing. On Thursdays Esther volunteers 
at the Etcetera Shop, a Newton thrift shop also affiliated 
with MCC. 
MCC workers were also inspired by the support and 
love of those with whom they work. Robert and Louise 
Henry, "like a hen gathering her chicks under her wings," 
have encouraged and nurtured hundreds of Jamaicans, 
wrote Henry Block of Saskatoon, Sask., MCC worker in 
Jamaica. Robert has served as president for the Jamaica 
Mennonite Church for seven years. He also pastors three 
rural churches, helps administer a school for deaf children 
and oversees a host of community development and social 
services projects. Louise proudly tells of the numerous 
foster children they have parented and of the church 
youth from poor homes, now nurses and teachers, whom 
they supported and encouraged. 
The Henrys take literally biblical commands to give 
unstintingly to others, said Block, member of West Portal 
We will strive 
to show by 
our lives that 
war is an 
unacceptable 
Way to SOlve Mennonite Brethren 
. „ . Church. "If someone 
human conflict. needs t0 be taken t0 the 
from 1993 Peace Statement hospital, the Henrys not 
only take them but also 
pay the bill if need be." 
When violence against Hindus erupted in mostly-
Muslim Bangladesh, an MCC staff person in Dhaka 
decided to work for peace. He called a meeting of other 
mosque leaders and together they agreed that no Hindus, 
Christians or Muslims should be attacked in the areas 
around their local mosque. They also agreed to preach 
against retaliation toward Hindus at their prayers the 
coming Friday. No one was hurt in that neighborhood. 
In Bosnia Franciscan theologian Ivo Markovic's 
heroic actions for peace inspired as well. When tensions 
in his town erupted into open hostilities between 
Muslims and Croatians who had lived together amicably 
for generations, Markovic and other Franciscan leaders, 
in full habit, set out across the dividing lines. First, to 
their own Croatian people, they said, "We'll stand 
between the two lines; you'll have to shoot us first." 
Then they approached the Muslim fighters, men 
they knew by name, who threatened to shoot them. 
Markovic replied, "Go ahead! Shame on you!" 
Markovic and the other Franciscans crossed the line, 
found the Muslim religious leader and then with him 
gathered the military leaders. At one cafe table, three 
Christian and three Muslim religious leaders brain-
stormed ways to reduce the tensions. At another table, 
the military commanders agreed to a truce. 
Malite Alvarado, 12, helps 
dry peaches that were 
later sold at relief sales to 
raise money for MCC. 
Alvarado attends Templo 
La Paz in Orosi, Calif. In 
1993 West Coast farmers 
donated fruit , which when 
dried and sold earned 
$44,586 Cdn./$35,000 
U.S. 
MCC U.S. Summer 
Service worker Richard 
Pannell, New York, N.Y., 
cools off with campers at 
Camp Deerpark, West 
Brookville, N.Y. 
"Our vision is not only 
health and agriculture, 
but also to share our faith 
that God is with people, to 
give people 
a notion that everyone can 
be united as a whole." 
• ••Sima, agriculture 
educator, Haiti 
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Kanadier Mennonite 
children in Grassy 
Lake, Alta., read Das 
Blatt. 
Mary Riley chats with 
Beiay Tuccu, Phoenix, 
Ariz. Tuccu worked at 
the Giencroft 
Retirement Center in 
Phoenix as part of the 
MCC U.S. Summer 





whom MCC helped 

































MCC U.S. worker 
Kathy Smith, N. 
Newton, Kan., assists 
second grader 
Nechelle Wright with 
her homework in 
Atlanta, Ga. 
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Child at a refugee 





groups to camps in 
southern Croatia in 
1993. They planned 
activities and provided 
emotional support to 
the refugees. 
We will live 
in relationships 
of love and 
mutual respect* 































































MCC worker Debbie Ainslie, 
Fly Creek, N.Y., visits with 
students at Ghandi Ahsram 
school in southern Bang-
ladesh; students at that 
school are sponsored 
through MCC's Global 
Family Program. 
We seek to build up 
the church as a community 
of love that welcomes people 
of every race, class, sex and 
nation, uniting even those 
who were enemies. 
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These two pie charts 
show sources of income 
received by all MCC 
entities during their 1993 
fiscal years and then how 
that income was used, 
again by all MCC entities 
during those fiscal years. 
Totals include Canadian 
provinces and U.S. regions. 
These figures, in U.S. dol-
lars, are a composite of 
many financial statements 
wi th varying fiscal years. 
Audited financial statements 
are available from the 
MCC office nearest you. 
MCC Income, consolidated 











"Since I assumed the role 
of interim MCC Canada 
executive director, I have 
become increasingly 
aware of MCC's complexity 
and of the value of the 
staff who serve it so wel l . 
Above al l , though, I con-
tinue to marvel at the 
love, good wi l l and 
generosity of the supporting 
constituency. Without a 
doubt this is a miracle of 
faith and God's grace." 
• • •John Dyck, MCC 
Canada interim 
executive director 
MCC Expenses, consolidated 























U.S. contributions 7,667,952 
Canada contributions* 3,603,786 
Other contributions 269,708 
Non-governmental grants 1,504,873 
Governmental grants 2,665,371 
SELFHELP Crafts 5,918,574 
Investments earnings 591,064 
Workers earning, fees and miscellaneous . . . . 531,749 
Material resources in kind - U.S 3,299,026 
Material resources in kind - Canada* 4,377,183 
TOTAL 30,429,286 
Expenses 
Agriculture & intergrated development 3,689,560 
Emergency assistance 2,556,701 
Economic & technical assistance 1,541,861 
Education 2,204,024 
Health 1,213,146 
Social services 1,824,995 
Religious & peace 2,248,062 
SELFHELP Crafts 5,624,953 
Supporting and fundraising activities 2,194,885 
Material resources donated in kind 7,676,209 
TOTAL 30,774,396 
Net decrease in fund balance (345,110) 
* in U.S. dollars 
* report for 12 months ended November 30, 1993 
MCC U.S. * * 
Income 
Contributions 3,560,418 
Grant income 27,780 
Community Ministries revenue 687,452 
Peace and Justice Ministries revenue 52,550 
Mennonite Health Services revenue 333,901 
Regional revenue 123,785 
Material resources donated in kind 75,629 
Other income 5,686 
TOTAL 4,867,201 
Expenses 
Community Ministries 1,323,815 
Peace and Justice Ministries 596,992 
Mennonite Disaster Service 426,853 
Mennonite Health Service 416,216 
Material resources donated in kind 75,629 
Constituency Ministries 334,906 
West Coast MCC 312,593 
MCC Central States 378,766 
MCC Great Lakes 166,101 
MCC East Coast 284,352 
Executive office 168,941 
Support services 297,483 
TOTAL 4,782,647 
Net increase in fund balance 84,554 
** In U.S. dollars 









SELFHELP Crafts 2,629,601 
Voluntary Service 84,099 
Interest 144,167 
Other 266,763 
Material resources/food aid 
Contribution 1,974,464 
Grants 6,594,531 





Development education 92,557 
Eastern regions 407,301 
Employment concerns 351,486 
Kanadier concerns 370,715 
Material resources/food aid 8,055,047 
Mennonite Central Committee 8,133,792 
Mental health disabilities 89,703 
Native concerns 145,859 
Other 174,776 
Peace and social concerns 55,474 
Refuge assistance 8,669 
SELFHELP Crafts 2,656,495 
Victim offender ministries 76,553 
Women's concerns 42,502 
General administration 816,319 
TOTAL 21,817,968 
Excess of revenue over expenditure 785,889 
Equity at beginning of year 7,048,142 
Equity at end of year 7,834,031 
*** in Canadian dollars 
*** report for 12 months ended August 31 , 1993 
We will work together 
to discern what 
God's reign means 
for our lifestyles 
and economic systems. 
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God at work 
among and through us 
As you read this report, you will note that the MCC's 
work received strong financial support in 1993. Cash 
contributions to MCC totaled nearly $27 million 
Cdn./$20 million U.S. Gifts of 
material resources—school kits, 
blankets, food, medical supplies — 
added several million dollars more. 
The 12,014 metric tons of food 
shared through MCC included 
beans, corn, flour, meat, milk, oil, 
rice and wheat. This food will 
nourish 3.8 million people for a 
week, assuming that a pound, or 
0.5 kilogram, of MCC food pro-
vides 2,000 calories. Canadian 
farmers donated more than 10,250 
metric tons of grain—the third new 
annual record in a row. 
SELFHELP Crafts sales created 
the equivalent of 12,000 full-time 
jobs by selling more than $10 mil-
lion Cdn./$8 million U.S. worth of 
crafts in North America. 
It is easy to overlook the gen-
erosity and commitment hidden in 
these figures. Countless volunteers worked at relief sales, 
thrift and SELFHELP Crafts shops and Houses Against 
Hunger; farmers donated grain, meat, milk and fruit. 
Congregations supported MCC workers with offerings 
and prayers. 
In other words, this report does not record the 
resources MCC has raised; instead it acknowledges what 
Mennonites and Brethren in Christ people have given in 
faithfulness to Christ and in fidelity to brothers and sisters 
around the world. 
The total given is but a drop in the bucket of world-
wide need. But that does not discourage us! God will 
add the blessing. 
"As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, 
and do not return to it without watering the earth 
and making it bud and flourish...so is my word that 
goes out from my mouth. It will accomplish what I 
desire and achieve the purpose for which I sent it. 
You will go out in joy and be led forth in peace" 
(Isaiah 55:10-12). 
We are grateful for the resources given in 1993. Most of 
all, we are grateful that God is at work among us and 
through us to accomplish God's purpose. 
•••Berry Friesen 
Director of Administration and Resources 
Children at the 
Pennsylvania 
Relief Sale record 
the latest number 
of pennies gathered 
in a "Penny Power" 
project for MCC. 
Cash projects 
••• 
(April) Helping Mozambicans 
return home: 1993's tenuous 
peace gave 5.8 million 
Mozambicans courage to 
return home. "Compassion 
grants" see these brave souls 
through their first lean days 
at home. 35c Cdn./25c U.S. 
buys a loaf of bread. S1.35 
Cdn./Sl U.S. buys maize for 
four people for two days. 
Include project number 
B627-70 with your 
contribution. 
• •• 
(May) Training in peace and 
conflict resolution: The 
International Fellowship of 
Reconciliation in Uganda 
offers a three-week peace-
making and conflict resolution 
seminar for schools, churches 
and other institutions. S13.35 
Cdn./S10 U.S. provides a day 
of training for a Ugandan; 
$67 Cdn./S50 U.S. transports 
and trains one person. S133 
Cdn./S100 U.S. trains two 
Ugandans for a week. 
Include project number 
B644-70 with your contribu-
tion. 
• •• 
(June) Developing Haitian 
church leaders: Relationships 
between Protestants and 
Catholics have eroded in 
Haiti. MCC will organize 
seminars for church leaders 
in one district to discuss bib-
lical concepts of develop-
ment and of ministering to 
the whole person as a way to 




Cdn./67c U.S. pays for one 
participant to attend a semi-
nar. Include project number 





(April) Infant and children's 
clothing: MCC urgently needs 
infants' clothing and clothing 
for boys and girls, sizes 2 to 
16, for Angola. Take your chil-
dren's outgrown, slightly worn, 
outfits to the nearest MCC col-
lection center. Or collect 
funds from your Sunday School 
class and together purchase 
children's clothing. 
• •• 
(May) Health kits: MCC will 
send health kits to Laos, 
Nicaragua, Haiti, Jamaica and 
Egypt in 1994. To prepare a 
health kit, place these items in 
an 18- by 25-cen-timeter/8- by 
10-inch drawstring bag: 1 tooth-
brush (adult small size), 1 tube 
toothpaste (168-196 g/6-7 oz. 
squeeze tube), 1 bar soap 
(112-140 g/4-5 oz.), 1 nail clip-
per with file, and 1 hand towel 
(larger than fingertip, bright or 
dark color). 
• •• 
(June) New bar soap: In 1993 
MCC sent about 30,000 bars of 
soap to Cuba, Haiti, Nicaragua 
and the West Bank. New bar 
soap, with labels please, is 
needed to replenish inventory 
so MCC can quickly respond to 
emergency requests. 
- ^ Nlennonite 
f » Centra1 *- committee 
*V Nlenn< fSJSr 
Address: 
hurch a«UiaV.on: 
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